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What is claimed is: 



1. A lighting apparatus comprising: 
an optical member; 

a casing in which the optical member and a lamp are disposed; 
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a first member provided in the optical member; and 



a second member provided in the casing for attaching the optical member 
to the casing by cooperating with the first member, wherein 

the first and second members are disposed such that both when the 
lighting apparatus is in a basic position and in a first stop position reached when 
10 the lighting apparatus is rotated from the basic position in the display plane, no 
upward stress is applied to the bottom of the optical member in the plane of the 
display screen due to its own weight. 

2. The lighting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the optical member is 
15 supported by the casing at the top of the plane of the display screen. 

3. A lighting apparatus comprising: 

an optical member; 

a casing in which the optical member and a lamp are disposed; 
20 a first member provided in the optical member; and 

a second member provided in the casing for attaching the optical member 
to the casing by cooperating with the first member, wherein 

the first and second members are disposed such that both when the 
lighting apparatus is in a basic position and in a first stop position reached when 
25 the lighting apparatus is rotated from the basic position in the plane of the display 
screen, the optical member is supported vertically at the top in the plane of the 
display screen, and no upward stress is applied to the optical member at the 
bottom due to its own weight. 
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4. The lighting apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the first member is an 
opening or a cutaway formed in the optical member, and the second member is a 
locking projection being provided to be locked in the opening or cutaway when 
the optical member is attached to the casing. 
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5. An LCD backlight apparatus comprising: 

an optical member in which at least one opening or cutaway is formed, 
wherein the optical member is supported by said casing by locking projections 
being inserted into the opening and locked therein, or being abutted on one end of 

10 said cutaway, wherein 

the opening and the locking projection are freely fitted with each other, or 
the edge and the locking projection are positioned with respect to one another 
such that both in a basic position and in a first stop position of the apparatus that 
is reached when the apparatus is rotated from the basic position, the opening or 

15 the edge of the cutaway and the locking projection at least at the bottom of the 
non-effective screen range of the LCD apparatus do not come into contact with 
one another. 

6. The LCD backlight apparatus according to claim 5, wherein, in the state where 
20 the opening or the edge of the cutaway at the bottom of the non-effective screen 

range of the LCD apparatus does not come into contact with the locking 
projection, a degree of spatial freedom is given between the opening or the edge 
of the cutaway and the locking projection that are not locked with one another. 

25 7. An LCD backlight apparatus comprising: 

an optical member in which at least one opening or cutaway is formed; 

and 

a casing in which the optical member and a lamp are disposed, wherein 
the casing includes a locking projection that abuts on the opening or cutaway in 
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the optical member to thus support the same, and another locking projection that 
does not abut on the opening or cutaway of the optical member, wherein 

the opening of the optical member is freely fitted with the locking 
projection that does not abut on the opening or the edge of cutaway such that at 
5 least the opening or the edge of the cutaway and the locking projection at the 
bottom of the non-effective screen region of the LCD apparatus do not come into 
contact with one another in either a basic position of the apparatus or a first stop 
position that is reached by rotating the apparatus from the basic position in the 
plane of the display screen, the apparatus further comprising a member for 
10 holding the optical member between the side on which an LCD panel is disposed 
and the side on which the lamp is disposed. 

8. An LCD backlight apparatus comprising: 

an optical member in which at least one opening or cutaway is formed; 

15 and 

a casing in which the optical member and a lamp are disposed, wherein 
the casing includes a locking projection that abuts on the opening or cutaway in 
the optical member to thus support the same, and another locking projection that 
does not abut on the opening or cutaway of the optical member, wherein 

20 the opening of the optical member is freely fitted with the locking 

projection that does not abut on the opening or the edge of the cutaway such that 
at least the opening or the edge of cutaway and the locking projection at the 
bottom of a non-effective screen region of the LCD apparatus do not come into 
contact with one another in either a basic position of the apparatus or a first stop 

25 position that is reached by rotating the apparatus from the basic position in the 
plane of the display screen, the apparatus further comprising a member for 
holding the optical member from the side on which an LCD panel is disposed. 

9. The LCD backlight apparatus according to any one of claims 4 to 8, wherein 
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the locking projection adapted to be locked in the opening or the cutaway comes 
into contact with the opening or cutaway in a longitudinal direction in either the 
basic position or in the first stop position. 

10. The apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the surface of 
the optical member is provided with an antistatic function. 

11. The apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the optical 
member is provided with a beveled finish on an edge and/or side thereof. 

12. A rotatable LCD apparatus comprising: 

an LCD apparatus; and 

a rotating mechanism for rotating the LCD apparatus, wherein 

the LCD apparatus includes an LCD backlight apparatus and an LCD 
panel, the LCD backlight apparatus comprising: 

an optical member in which a plurality of openings or cutaways are 
formed above and below the center of gravity of the optical member; and 

a casing in which the optical member and a lamp are disposed, the casing 
including a locking projection that abuts on the openings or cutaways to thereby 
support the optical member, and a locking projection that does not abut on the 
openings or cutaways, wherein the openings or the edges of the cutaways do not 
come into contact with the locking projections below the center of gravity in 
either a basic position or in a first stop position of the LCD apparatus, the first 
stop position being reached as the LCD apparatus is rotated from the basic 
position about an axis perpendicular to the screen, wherein the LCD panel is 
disposed on the opposite side of the optical member from the lamp. 

13. A lighting apparatus comprising: 

an optical member; and 
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a casing in which the optical member and a lamp are disposed, wherein 
the optical member can be locked above the center of gravity in a vertical 

direction depending on its rotation, and wherein the optical member is adapted 

not to receive upward stress below the center of gravity. 

14. A lighting apparatus comprising: 
an optical member; 

a casing having an opening in which the optical member is disposed and 
accommodating a lamp; 

a first member provided in the optical member; and 

a second member provided in the casing member for attaching the optical 
member to the casing by cooperating with the first member, wherein 

the first and second members are disposed at positions such that in either 
a basic position or a first stop position of the lighting apparatus, the first stop 
position being reached by rotation of the apparatus from the basic position in the 
plane of the display screen, the optical member does not receive upward stress at 
the bottom in a vertical direction in the plane of the display screen due to its own 
weight. 
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